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F it wa poſſible for men, who exerciſe their reaſon to 
J believe, that the divine Author of our exiſtence intended 
a part of the human race to hold an abſolute property in, and 
an unbounded power over others, marked out by his infinite 
goodneſs and wiſdom, as the objects of a legal domination, 
never rightfully reſiſtible, however ſevere and oppreſſive, 
the eee of theſe colonies . at leaſt require from 
the parliament of Great-Britain, ſome evidence, that this 
dreadful authority over them has been granted to that body. 
But a reverence for our great Creator, principles of humani- 
ty, and the dictates of common ſenſe, muſt convince all thoſe 
who reflect upon the ſubject, that * ment was inſlituted 
to promote the welfare of mankind, and ought to be admi- 
niſtered for the attainment of that end The legiſlature of 
Great- Britain, however ſtimulated by an inordinate paſſion 
for a power-not only unjuſtifiable, -but which they know to 
be peculiarly reprobated by the very conſtitution of that 
kingdom, and deſperate of ſucceſs in any mode of. conteſt; 
where regard ſhould be-had to truth, law, or-right, have at 
length, deſerting thoſe, attempted to effect their cruel and 
impolitic purpoſe of enſlaving theſe colonies by violence, and 
have thereby rendered it veceſſary for us to cloſe with their 
laſt appeal from reaſon tu arms. Yet, however blinded that 

Adem, may be, by their intemperaterage for unlimited domi- 
nation, ſo to ſlight᷑ juſtice and the opinion of mankind, we 
eſteem AR bound by obligations of reſpe& to the reſt 
of the world, to make known the juſtice of our cauſe, 

-Our+forefathers, inhabitants of the iſland of Great-Britainy 
1-ft their native land, to ſeek on theſe ſhores a reſidence for 
civil and reKfibis freedom. At the expence of their blood, 


at the hazard of their fortunes, without the leaſt charge tothe 
country-from which they removed, by unceaſing labour, and 
ettlements inthe diſtant 98 


anunconquerable ſpirit, they effected 


and inhoſpiſable wilds of America, then filled with numerous 
and warlike'nations of barbarians, Societies or governments, 
veſted with. perfect legiſlatures,” were formed under charters 
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bliſhed between the colonies and the kingdom from which 

they derived their origin. The mutual benefits of this union 
became in a ſhort time ſo extraordinary as to excite aſtoniſh- 
ment. It is univerſally confeſſed, that the amazing increate 
of the wealth, ſtrength, and W e of the realm, aroſe 
from this ſcource; and the miniſter who ſo wiſely and ſuc- 
ces fully directed the meaſures of Great-Britain in the late 
waar, Publicly declared, that theſe colonies enabled her. to 
| triumph over her enemies. Towards the concluſion of that 
po war it pleaſed our ſovereign to make a change in his counſel, 
From that fatal moment, the affairs of the Britiſh empire be- 
1 n to fall into confuſion, and gradually fliding from the 
| kamen of glorious proſperity to which they had been ad 
vanced, b Fe virtues and abilities of one man, are at lengtn 
diſtracted by the convulſions, that now ſhake it to us deepeſt _ 

foundations The new 3 finding the brave foes of 
Britain, though frequently defeated, yet Rill. contend- 
ing, took up the unfortunate” idea of granting them an halty 


5 e oo Soca PATIOS to 
from the crown, and an harmonious intercourſe was eſta- 


4 


. 


peace, and of then ſubduing her faithful friends. | - _. 
- _... Theſe devoted colonies were judged to be in ſuch a ſlate 
as to preſent victories without bloodſhed, and all the eaſy . 
emoluments of ſtatuteable plunder. The uninterrupted tenor 
of their peaceable and reſpectful behaviour from the begin- 
ning of colonization, their dutiful, zealous aud uſeful ſervices .. 
2 during the war, though ſo recently and amply acknowledged 
| | nin the moſt honourable manner fo his Majeſty, by the late 


King, and by Parliament, could not ſave them from the me- 
ditated innovations. Parliament was influenced ta adopt 
the pernicious project, and aſſuming a new power over them, 
have in the courſe of eleven years given ſuch deciſive ſpect 
mens of the ſpirit and conſequences attending this power. 
as to leave no doubt concerning the effefts of acquicicence 
under it, They have undertaken to give and grant our mo- 
ney without our conſent, though we have eyer exerciſed an 
excluſive right to diſpoſe of our own property ; ſtatutes have 


1 
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| ſ been paſſed for extending the juriſdiction of courts. of 


Admiralty and Vice-Admiraſty beyond their ancient limits; 
for depriving us of the accuſtomed. and ineſſimable priyiſege 

of trial by jury, in caſes affecting both life and 2 „„ 
for ſuſpending the legiſlature of ane of the colonies; for in- 
terdicting all commerce of another; aud for altering funda- , 
mentally the form of government eſtabliſhed by . and 
ſecured by acts of its own legillature ſolemnly confirmed by : ; 

a er 2 . . | | 
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in a W e rovince, atquired by t e joint arms o 
Steat-Britain and 
very exiſtence; and for quartering ſoldiers upon the colo- 


laws to bind us IN ALL CASES WHATSOEVER,” What is to 
- a ſingle man of thoſe who aſſume it is choſen by us; or is ſub- 
are all of them exempt from the operation of ſuch laws, and 
an American revenue, if not diverted from the oſtenſible 

. purpoſes for which it is raiſed, would actually lighten their 


the miſery to which ſuch deſpotiſm would reduce us. We 
for ten years inceſſantly and ineffectually beſieged the throne 


ment ff the moſt mild and decent language. But adminiſ- 


and affectionate people. A Congreſs of Delegates from the 
day of laſt September. We reſolved again to offer an humble _ 


as the laſt peaceable admonition, that our attachment to no 


Was this hope of finding moderation in our enemies. tt 


inſerted in h 
| wert told It a dece that 
e 


the crown ; for exempting the & murderers” of coloniſts. 
from legal trial, and in effect from puniſhment; for ering | 
merica, a defpotiſm dangerous to our | 
niſts in time of profound yur. It has alſo been reſolved 
in Parliament, chat coloniſts charged with committing cer- 
tain offences, ſh ll betranſported to England to be fried, 

But why ſhould we enumerate our injuries in detail? By = 
one ſtatute it is declared, that Parliament can * of right make 


defend us againſt fo enormous, fo unlimitted a power? Not. 


je to our controul or influence: but on the contrary, they 


own burdens in proportion as they increaſe ours. We ſaw 


as ſupplicants; we reaſoned, we remonſtrated with parlia- 


tration ſenſible that we ſhould regard theſc oppreſſive mea- 

ſures as freemen ought to do, ſent over fleets and armies to 
enforce them. The indignation of the Americans was rouſed 
it is true; but it was the indignation of a virtuous, loyal, | 7 


united colonies was affembled at Philadelphia, on the fifth 1 


and dutiful petition to the King, and alſo addreſſed our fel-. 
lo ſubjects of Great-Britam. We have pnrſued every tem- 
perate, every reſpectful meaſure; we have even proceeded to . 
break off out commercial intercourſe with our fellow-ſubjeQts, 


nation on earth ſhould'fupplant our attachment to liberty. 
This, We flattered 'onrſelves, was the ultimate ſtep of. the | 
controverſy: but ſubſequent events have ſhewn, how, vain _ | 
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Several threat expreſſions. againſt, the colonies Mere 


Ag jeſty”s ſpeech ; gur petition, though we. | 


ent one, that his Majeſty had been, 


a Bundle 'of American papers, and there neglected, Ihe 
JET ͤ Ä 1 4 5 15 5 
23 FR | ; ' 2 : 4 a 5 ST 25 5 | 
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Lords end Commons in their addrels, ir the mouth of n 


bruary, ſaid, that a rebellion at that time actually exiſted 


within the province of Maſſachuſett's-bay; and that thoſe 
concerned in it, had been countenanced and encouraged bj 


enlawful combinations and engagements, entered into by 
his Majeſty's ſubjefts in ſeveral of the other colonies; and 

therefore they beſought his Majeſty, that he would take the 
moſt effectual meaſures to inforce due obedience to the laws 


and authority of the ſupreme legiſlature,” —Soon after the 


commercial intercourſe of whole - colonies, with foreign 


countries and with cach other, was cut off by an act of Par- 


lament ; by another, ſeveral of them were entirely prohi- 
bited from the fiſheries in the ſeas near their coafts, on which 


they always depended: for their ſuſtenance ; and large re- 


inforcements of - ſhips aud troops were immediately ſent. 
over to General Gage. 9, 5 
Fruitleſs were all the entreaties, arguments and eloquence 


of an illuſtrious band of the moſt diſtinguiſned Peers and. 


Commoners, who nobly and ftrenuouſly aſſerted the juſtice 
of our cauſe, to ſtay or even to mitigate the heedleſs fury 
with which theſe accumulated and. unexampled- outrages. 
were hurried on, Equally fruitleſs was the inteference of 
the city of London, of Briſtol, and many other reſpectable 


towns in our favour. Parliament adopted an inſidious ma- 
nœuvre calculated to divide us, to eſtabliſh a perpetual auc-__ 


tion of taxations-where colony ſhould bid againſt colony, all 
of them. uninformed what ranſom would redeem their 


lives, and thus to extort from us at the point of this boyonet, 


the unknown ſums that ſhuuld be ſufficient to gratify, if 
poſſible to gratify, miniſterial rapacity, with the miſerable- 
induigence left to us of raiſing in our own mode the preſcrib- 
prove: oo What terms more rigid and humiliating could 
have been diftated by remorſeleſs victors to conquered ene- 


mies? In our circumſtances to accept them would be to de- 


ferve them. | | 


Soon after the intelligence of theſe proceedin gs arrived on 


this continent, General Gage, who, in the courſe of the laſt 
year, had tak en poſſeflion of the town of Boſton, in the pro- 
vince of Maſfachuſctt's-bay, andi ſtill occupied. it as a garri· 
ſon, on the 19th day of April, ſent. out From that place a 
large detachment of his army, who made an unprovoked 
aſſault on the inhabitants of the ſaid province, at the town. 
of Lexington, as appears by the affidavits of a great number 
of per ſons, fome of whom were officers and. foldiers of that 
. | on detachment, 
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getachment, murderedeight of Ihe inhabitants, and wounded 


many others. From thence the troops proceeded in war- 


like array to the town of Concord, where they ſet upon 
another party of the inhabitants of the ſame province, kill- 
ing ſeveral and wounding more, until compelled to tetreat 
by the country people ſuddenly aſſembled to. repe} this 
cruel Waere ge. Hoſtilities thus commenced by the Britiſn 
troops, have been ſince proſecuted by them without 1egard 


to faith or reputation.—The inhabitants of Boſton being 


confined within that town by the General their Governor, 


and having in order to procure. their, diſmiſſion, entered 


into a treaty. with him, it was ſtipulated that the ſaid inha- 
bitants having depoſited their arms with their own magiſ- 
trates, ſhould have liberty to depart, taKing with them their 
other effects. They accordingly delivered up their arms, 
but in open violation of honor, in defiance of the obligation 


ot treaties, which even ſavage nations eſteem ſacred, the 
Governor.ordered the arms depoſited as aforeſaid, that they 


might be preſerved for their owners, to be ſeized by a body 


of ſoldiers; detained the greateſt part of the inhabitants in 


the town, and compelled the few who were permitted to 


"retire, to leave their moſt valuable effects behind. 


Bythis perfidy, wives are ſeparated from their huſbands, 
children from their E aged and the fick from their 


_ _relatious and friends, who wiſh to attend and comfort 
them; and thoſe who have been uſed to live in plenty, and 


even elegance, are reduced to deplorable diſtreſs. 


The Geyeral, further emulating his miniſterial maſters, | 
by a preclamation: bearing date on the 12th day of June, 


alter venting che grollet falſhoods and calumnies againſt the 
t 


good people of the'e colonies, proceeds to © declare them 
** all either by name or deſcription to be rebels and traitors, 
© to ſupercede the courſe of the common law, and inſtead _ 
thereof to publiſh and order the ule and exerciſe of the law 


- © martial.” —His troops have butchered our countrymen; 
have wontouly burnt Charles Town, beſides, a conſiderable. 


number of houſes in other places; our ſhips and veſlels are 
ſeized ; the neceſlary ſupplies of proviſions are intercepted, 
aud he is exerting his utmoſt power to ſpread deſtruction 


and devaſtation around him, 


We have received certain intelligence, that General 
Carleton, the Governor of Canada, is inſtigating the people 
of that province and the Indians to fall upon us; and we 
have but too much reaſon to apprehend, that a ac 

| | Is een 


. 


6%) 


been formed to excite domeſtic enemies againſt us. In brief, 
"a part of theſe colonies now feels, and ll of them are ſure 
of feeling, as far as the vengeance of adminiſtration can in- 
_ "fli them, the complicated calamities of fire, ſword and fa- 
mine. We are reduced to the alternative of chuſing an un- 
conditional ſubmiſſion to the tyranny of irritated miniſters, 
or reſiſtance by force. The latter is our choice. We heve 
counted the coſt of this conteſt, and find nothing ſo dread- 
ſul as voluntary flavery.—Honor, juſtice, and humanity for- 
bid us tamely to ſurrender that freedom which we received 
trom our gallant anceſtors, and which our innocent poſterity 
have a right to receive from us. We cannot endure the 
infamy and guilt of reſigning ſucceeding generations to that 


* wretchedneſs which inevitably awaits them, if we baſely en- 


tail hereditary bondage upon them H 
Our cauſe is juſt. Our union 18 perſect. Our internal 
re ſources are great, and if neceſſary, foreign aſſiſtance is 
undoubtedly attainable.— We grateſully acknowledge, as 
ſignal inſtances of the Divine favour towards us, that his 
Providence would not permit us to be called into this ſe- 
vere controverſy, until we were grown up to our preſent 
ſtrength, had been - previoully exerciſed in warlike opera- 
tions, and poſſeſſed of the means of defending ourſelves.— 
With hearts ſortified with theſe animating reflections, we 
moſt ſolemnly, before God and the world declare, that ex- 
erting the utmoſt energy of thoſe powers, which our bene- 
ficient Creator hath graciouſly beſtowed upon us, the arms we 
have been compelled by our enemies to aſſume, we will, in 
defiance of every hazard, with unabating firmneſs and per- 
| ſeverance, employ for the preſervation of our liberties, be- 
ing with one mind reſolved, to die freemen rather than to 
break. - ooo ine, Pe oo ge 
Leſt this declaration ſhould diſquiet the minds of our 


friends and fellow ſubjects in any part of the empire, we = 


_ aſſure them, that We mean not to diſſolve that union which 
has ſo long and fo happily ſubſiſted between us, and which 
we ſincerely wiſhto ſee reſlared.— Neceſlity has not yet dri- 

ven us into that deſperate meaſure, or induced us to excite 


any other nation to war * them — We have not raiſed 


_ armies with ambitious deſigns of ſeparating. from Great 


Britain, and eſtabliſhing independent ſtates, —We fight not 
for glory or for conqueſt. We exhibit to mankind the re- 
markable ſpeRacle of a people attacked by unprovoked 
enemies, Without any imputation, or even ſuſpicion, of 
ano toda ons word I alnage 
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A They boaſt of their. privileges and civilization, 
and * pro r no milder condiugns. than ſervitude . 


1 aha own native Jand, in defence. So the:freedons that i is 

. our. birthright, and which we ever enjoyed till the late vio- 
lation of u—for the protection of our property, acquired - 
. falely by the honeſt induſtry; of our fore- fathers aud our- 


ſelves, againſt violence actually offered; we have taken 


arnis. We thall lay them down when hoſtilities ſhall cea 
on the part of the aggreſſors, and all danger of bieir bes 


” renewed ſhall be removed, and not before. 


With an humble confidence in the mercies of the f upreme 
and impartial Judge and Ruler of the univerſe, we. moſt 
devoutly implore his divine goodneſs to conduct us happily 

this great conflict, to diſpoſe our adverſaries to re- 
conciliation on reaſonable terms, and thereby to relieve _ 
: pine from the calamities of civil war. . 
| = Ay Order of ConGRESs, 


JOHN HANCOCK, Preſident, 


mY 


Amed, 
8 &. CHARLES THOMPSON, Secretary. 
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Y theſe, and by every other appellation; that may deſignate ; 
the ties, which bind US to each other, we entreat/ your 


ſerious attention to this our ſecond attempt, to prevent their 
diſſolution. Remembrance of former frĩiendſhips, pride in 
the glorious atchievemenis of our common anceſtors, and 


affection for the heirs of their virtues, have hitherto preſerved 


our mutual connection. — But when that friendſhip is violated 


by the groſſeſt injuries; when the pride of anceſtry becomes 
our reproach, and we are no otherwiſe allied than as tyrants 
and ſaves, when reduced to the melancholy alternative of 


renouncing your favor, or our freedom—can we heſitate 
about the choice ? Let the ſpirit of Britons determine. 


In a former Addreſs, we aſſerted our Rights, and ſtated 
the injuries we had then received. We hoped, that the men- 


tion of our wrong, as have 1 that honeſt indigna- - ; 


tion, 


* 


of the empire. But we have not been permitted to entertain 


this pleaſing expectation; — every day brought an accumula- = 
tion of injuries, and the invention of the miniſtry has been 
conſtantly exereiſed, in adding to the calamities of your 


x 1 


American Brethren.” | 


After the moſt valuable right of legiſlation was tufringed, — 


 whenthe powers, aſſumed by your parliament, in which we are 


not repreſented, and from our local and other circumſtances, 


nion, which has ſlept too long for your honor, or the welfare 


cannot properly be reprefented, rendered our property pre- 


carious.— After being denied that mode of tryal to which we 


have long been indebted for the ſafety of our Perſons, and 
the preſervation of our Liberties ;—after being in many in · 


ſtances diveſted of thofe laws; which were tranſmitted to US, 
by our common” Aneeſtors, and ſubjected to an arbitrary 
code; compiled under the auſpices of Roman tyrants ;' after 
annulling thoſe charters, which encouraged our predeceſſors 


to brave death and danger in every ſhape, ou unknown ſeas, 


in defarts unexplored, amidſt barbarous and inhoſpitable 


nations when, without the form of tryal. without a pub- 


lie accuſation; whole colonies were condemned their trade 


** 


deſtroyed; their inhabitants impoverifhed. When ſoldiers 


were encouraged to embrue their hands in the blood of A. 

mericans, by offers of impunity ;—when new modes of tryal 

. were inſtituted for the ruin of the accuſed, where the charge 
carried with it the horrors of ' conviction ;—when a deſpotic 
government was eftablifhed in a neighbouring province, and 


its limits extended to every of our frontiers; we little imagin- 


ed that any thing could be added to this Hlack catalogue of 
- unprovoked injuries ;—but we have unhappily been deceived; 


t 


and the late meaſures of the Britiſh miniſtry fully conyinte 


us, chat their object is the reduction of theſe colonies to 
; flavery and ruin; + 44 07 OI - EXE? 22 ; * ; 


* 


To confirm this aſſertion, le 


that threaten you, in our deſtruction. Many of your fellow 


ſubjects, whoſe ſituation deprived them of other fupport, 
drew their maintainance from the ſea; but che deprivation of 

our Liberty being inſufficient tofatisfy the reſentment of our 
enemies, the horrors of famine were ſuperadded, and a Britiſh 
_ parliament, who, in better times were the protectors of in- 
nocence and the patrons of humanity, have, without diftinc- 


us retal* your attention to the 
_ affairs of America, ſince our laſt addreſs; — let us combat the 
calumnies of our enemies —and let us warn you of the dangers 


— 


„ 
dchey wercaecuſtomed to draw from that inexhauſtable ſource, 
placed in their, neighbourhood by the. benevolent Creator. 
Another act af your legiſlature, ſhuts our ports and probi- 
bits our trade with any but thoſe States, from whom the great 
law of ſelf-preſervation renders it abſolutely neceſſary we 
ſhould at preſent withold our commerce. ut this act (What- 
_ ever may have been its deſign). we conſider rather as injuri- 
dus to your opulence, than our intereſt.— All our commerce 
terminates with you; and the wealth we procure from other 
nations, is ſoon exchanged for your ſuperfluities.— Our re- 
mittances muſt then ceaſe with our trade; and our re- 
Haements with our affluence. We truſt howeder, that laws 
5 which deprive us of every bleſſing, but a ſoil that teems with 
the neceſſaries of lite, and that liberty which renders the 
enjoyment of them e will not relax our vigour in their 
defence. /b ͤ ... 
| We might here obſerve on the cruelty and inconſiſteucy of 
_ thoſe, who, While they publickly brand us with reproachful 
and unworthy epithets, endeavour to deprive us of the means 
of defence, by their interpolition with foreign powers, and 
to deliver us to the lawleſs ravages of a mercileſs ſoldiery. 
But happily we are not without reſources; and tho' the timad 
and humiliating applications of a Britiſh miniſtry ſhould pre- 
vail with foreigu nations, yet induſtry, prompted by neceſlity, 
will not leave us without the neceſlary ſupplies; | 
We could wiſh to go no further—and,not to wound the ear 
of humanity, leave untold thoſe 11g rous acts of oppreſſion 
Which are daily exerciſed in the town of Boſton, did we not 
hope, that by diſclaiming their deeds, and puniſhing the per- 
petrators, yau would ſhortly vindicate the honour of the 
Britiſh name, and re-eſtabliſh the violated laws of Juſtice. 
- That once populous, flouriſhing and commercial town is 
. Now garriſoned by an army ſent, not to protect, but to enſlave 
its inhabitants — The civil government is overturned, aud a 
military deſpotiſm erected upon its ruins.— Without law, 
without right, powers are aſſumed unknown to the conſtitu- 
tion.— Private property is unjuſtly invaded.— The inhabi- 
tants daily ſubjected to the licentiouſneſs of the ſoldiery, are 
forbid to remove in defiance of their natural rights, in viola 
tion of the moſt ſolemn compacts Or if after long and weari : 
ſome ſolicitation, a paſs is procured, their effects are detain- 
ed, and even thoſe who are moſt favoured, have no alterna- . 
tive but poverty or ſlayery. The diſtreſs of many thouſand 
people, wantonly deprived of the neceſſaries of life, is a ſub- 
Ject on which we would not with to enlarge, ; Fm 
1 | 8 N Yet 


> I 


Vet we Lennot but obferve, that « Britiſh fleet (unjuſtified _ 
even by acts of your legiſlature) are daily employed in ruin- 
ing our commerce, ſeizing our ſhips. and depriving whole 
Tom, munitzes of their daily.bread.' Nour will a regard for 


your honor, permit us to be ſilent, while, Bruiſh troops fully: 
your glory, By actions which the moſt envetcrate enmity will 
not paliate among civilized - nations; the wanton and un- 


neceſſary deſt:uctiou of Charles-Town, a large, ancient, and 


3 


once populous ton, juſt before deſerted. by us inhabitants, 
who had fled to avoid the fury of your ſoltiery. EPR 


. 
* 


tempered the valour of our common anceſtors, . has not dege- 


erated iuto cruelty, you will lament the miſcries of their 
„„ + . | 


10 What are we to attribute this treatmeut? I to any ſe- 


cret principle of the conſtitution let it be mentioned let us 
Kern that the government we have long revered is not with- 


out its delects, and that while it gives freedom to a part, it 


neceſſarily enſlaves the remainder. of the empire. If ſuch a 


principle exiſts why for ages has it ceaſed to operate? Why 


at this time is it called into action? Can no reaſon be aſſigned 
for this conduct? Or mult it be reſolved into the wanton exer- 
_ ciſe of arbitrary power? Aud {hall the deſcendants of Britons 


tam-ly ſubmit to tlis—No Sir! We never will, while. we 


revere the 1 of our gallavt and virtuous anceſtors, we 


never can ſurrender thoſe glorious privileges, for Which 
they fought, bled, and conquered. Admit that. your fleets 


could deſtroy our'towbs, and ravage our fea coaſts ;—theſe 


are inconſiderable objects, things of no moment, to men 
whoſe boſoms glow with the ardor of liberty We cau retire 
beyond the reachof your navy, and without any ſenſible dimi- 
nution of the neceſſaries of liſe, enjoy a luxury which from 


that period you will want; THE LUXURY OF BEING 


FREE. 


We know the force of your arms, and was it called forth 


in the cauſe of juſtice and your 18 i we might dread the 


exertion— But will Britons. fight under the banners of ty- 


Tranny ? Will they countera& the labours, and diſgrace the 
the victories of their anceſtors? Will they forge chains for 
their poſterity ? If they deſcenduo this unworthy taſk, wall 
their {words retain their edge, their arms their accuſtomed 


vigor ?—Britons can never become the inſtruments of op- 
W wo» . 0 7 Ho preſſion, 


4 


1t you {till retain thoſe ſentiments of compaſſion by which 
_ Britons have ever been diſtinguiſhed— If the humanity which 


| 
{ 
[ 
| 
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. - "they are invinci 


to acquire addi EE Lo 
Loet not your enemies and ours perſuade you, that iu this 


the meaſures we have purſued the m 


have afted; and gurfuturedefignss © 3 


K 
renn ain they loſe the ſpirit of freedoms by which aloue 
6e. OY | FTE TELN : 7 | 55 FA, 
Qurenemies charge us with ſedition z In what does it 
conhit? In our tefuſal to ſubmit to un warrantable acts of in- 
juſtice and cruelty ? If ſo, n in your hiſtory, 
in Which you have not been equally ſeditious? arg 


We are accuſed of aiming at Independence; but how 1s. 
this accuſation ſupported ? By the allegations. of your minif- 
ters, not by our a&ions.—Abuſed, inſulted, and contemned,. 
what ſteps have we purſucd to obtain redeſs? We have car- 
ried our dutiful petitions to the throne ;—we have applied to- 
your juſtice "for relief, we haue retrenched our luxury and 
-withhelT our eee | 


The advantages of our commerce were deſigneckas a com- 


52 2 . 


; 5 for your protection: Whem you ceaſed to protect, 
for what were we to compenſate7 VOTES 


What has been the ſucceſs of our endeavours ? The. cle · 
mency of our ſovereign is unhappily diverted! ;. our petitions. 
are treated with"indiguity-z our prayers anſwered. by inſults. 
Our application to you remains unnoticed, and leaves us the 
melancholy apprehenſion, of your wanting either the will, 
or the powers, to aſſiſt us. 9 
Even under tlieſe circumſtances, what meaſures have we 


taken that betray a deſire of independence ? Have we called. 


* 


— 


* 


in the aid of thoſe foreign powers, who are the rivals of your 
_ _—grandeur? When your troops were few and drfenceleſs, did 


we take advautage of their diftrefs and expel them our towns?” 
Or have we 1 to ſortify, to receive new aid and 


P . 1 


tional ſtrength ? 


we were influenced by fear or any other unworthy motive. 
The lives of Britons are ſtill dear to us. They are the Chil- 
dren of oui Parents, an uninterrupted intercourſe of mutual 


benefits had knit the bonds of friendſhip. When hoſtilities: 


were commenced, when on a late occaſion.we were wantonly 


attacked by your troops, though we repelled their aſſaults, 


and returned their blows, yet we lamented the wounds they 


_ obliged: us to give; nor have we yet learned to rejoice ata 


victory over Engliſhmen. 


. * 


As we wiſh not to colour our actions, or diſguiſe our. 
thoughts; we ſhall, in the ſimple language of truth, avow- 
otives. upon which we 
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When our late petition to the throne produced no other 
effect than freſh injurics, and votes of your legiſlature, calcu- 
: | lated to juſtify every ſeverity; when your fleets, and your ar- 
muies, were prepared to wrelt from us our property, to rob us 
of our liberties or our lives; when the hoſtile attempts of 
General Gage evinced bis deſigns, we levied. armies for our 
ſecurity and defence; when the powers, veſled in the gover- 
nor of Canada, gave us reaſon to apprehend danger from 
- that quarter; 1 we had frequent intimations, that a cruel, 
and ſavage enemy, Was to be let loſe upon the defenceleſs 
. inhabitants of our frontiers; we took ſuch meaſures as pru- 
. : \dence dictated, as neceſſity will juſtify. We poſſeſſed our- 
ſelves of Crown Point and Ticonderoga. Jet give us leave, 
moſt ſolemnly to aſſure you, that we have not yet loſt fight 
of the object we have ever had in view; a reconciliation . 
N With you on conſtitutional principles; and a reſtoration of 
that friendly intercourſe, which, to the advantage of both, 
we till lately mwamtained. _ 3 55 
The inhabitants of this country apply them ſelves chiefly to 
-agriculture and commerce. As their faſhions and manners 
- are, ſimilar to yours, your markets muſt afford them the 
conveniences and luxuries for which they exchange the pro- 
duce of their labours. The wealth of this extended continent 
centers with you; and our trade is ſo regulated as..to be 
ſubſervient, only to your tereſt. You are too. reaſonable to 
expect that by taxes ( in addition to this) we ſhould contribute 
to your expence, to believe after diverting the fountain that 
the ſtreams can flow with unabated force... . + 
It has been {aid that we refuſe to ſubmit to the reſtriftions/, 
on our commerce, From whence is this inference. drawn? 
Not from our words, we having repeatedly declared the con 
trary, and we again profeſs our ſubmiſſion to the ſeveral as. 
of trade and navigation paſſed before the year 176g, N | 
nevertheleſs in the equity and juſtice of Parliament, that ſuch 
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of them as upon cool and impartial conſideration, ſhall ap- 


2 wi 
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pear to have impoſed unneceſfary or grievous reſtrictions, 

Will, at ſome happier period, be repealed or altered. And 

ve cheerfully conſent to the 9 of ſuch ats of the Bri- 

: | tiſh Parliament, as ſhall be reſtrained to the regulation of our 
I external commerce for the purpoſe of ſecuring the commer». 
I cial advantages of the whole empire to the mother. country, 
andthe commercial benefits of 1 A worm cih :- 


revenue on the ſubjects in America, without their conſen 
2 e os i . 1 
110 | : : 


# Reefs 


It is alledged that we contribute nothing to the common 
defence; to this we anſwer, that the advantages which Great-.. 
Britain receives from the monopoly of our trade, far excceds 
our proportion of the expence neceſſary for that purpoſe. 
But ſhould theſe advantages be inadequate thereto, let the re- 
ſtrictions on our trade be removed, and we Will cheartully 
contribute ſuch proportion hen conſtitutionally required. 

It is a fundamental principle of the Britiſh conſtitution, _ . 
that every man ſhould have at leaſt a repreſentative ſhare in ' 
| the formation of thoſe laws by which he is bound. Were it 
otherwiſe, the regulation of our internal police by a Britiſh ' | 

Parliament, who are, and ever will be unacquainted with 
our local circumſtances, muſt be always inconvenient, and 
frequently oppreſſive, working our wrong, without yield- 
iug any poſſible advantage to you. 5 1 


& 


A plan of accommodation (as it has been abſurdly called) 

has been propofed by your miniſters to our reſpective aſſem- 
blies. Were this propoſal free from every other objection ' 
but that which ariſes from the time of the offer, it would not 
be unexceptionable. Can men deliberate with the bayonet at 
their breaſt ? Can they treat with freedom while their towns 
are ſacked ; when daily inſtances of injuſtice and oppreſſion, 
diſturb the-ſlower operations of reaſon? „ 
If this propoſal is really ſuch as you ſhould offer, and we 
accept, why was it delayed till the nation was put to uſeleſs 

expence, and we were reduced to our prefent melancholy: 
RT To RTTRD  o n. Se Be: 


If it holds forth nothing why was it propoſed ? Unleſs in- 
deed to deceive you into a belief that we were unwilling to 
liſten to any terms of accommodation: but what is ſubmitted _ 
to our conſideration? we contend for the diſpoſal of our pro- 
perty ; we are told that our demand is unreaſonable, that our 
aſſemblies may indeed collect our money, but that they muſt * 
at the ſame time offer, not what your exigencies or ours 
may require, but fo much as ſhall be deemed ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy the defires of a minifter, and enable him to provide for | 
favourites and dependants. (A recurrence to your own tre- 
ſury will convince you how little of the money already ex- 
torted-from-us has been applied to the relief of your bur- 
thens.) To ſuppoſe that we would thus graſp the ſhadow, 
and give up the ſabſtance, is adding infult to injuries. 
We have nevertheleſs again preſented an humble and duti- 
ful petition to our Sovereign: and to remove every imputa- 
tion of obſtinacyy have requeſted his Majeſty to direct _ 
. | 9 5 mode, 


* 


mode, by which the united applications of bis faithſul colo- 


our property into the hands of your miniſtry, or veſt your: - +: 


trained to arms from their infancy and animated by the love 


— 


aand retaining it in ſubjection certain and inevitable. What 


deſired to maintain by every temperate, by every peaceable 


this at leaſt we are aſſured, that our ſtruggle will be glorious, 


your power, to preſerve, 5 


waſte the blood of your countrymen in vain attempts on dur 


«(15 


niſts may be improved into a happy and permanent reconcili- 
ation. We are willing to treat on ſuch terms as can alone 
render an accommodation laſting, aud we flatter ourſelves; * 
that our pacific endeavours will be attended with a removal - 
of the troops, a repeal of thoſe laws, ofthe operation of which 
we complain on the one part, and a diffolutiun of our army 
and commercial aſſociations on the other. „ obs 
Vet conclude not from this that we propoſe 


to ſurrender 


Parliament with a power which may terminate in our de- 
ſtruction. The great bulwarks of our conſtitution Wwe have 


means; but your miniſters, (equal foes to Britiſh and Ameri- 
can freedom, ) have added to their för mer oppreſſious an at- 
tempt to reduce us by the ſword to a baſe and abject ſubmiſ- 
ſion, On the word therefore we are compelled to rely for 
protection. Should victory declare in your favour, yet men 


of liberty, will afford neither a cheap or eaſy couqueſt. Of 
our ſucceſs certain, ſince even in death we ſhall find that free- | 5 : : 


dom which in life you forbid us to enjoy. © 
Let us now aſk what-advantages are to attend our reducti- 


on the trade of a ruined and deſolated country is always in- 


- 


conſiderable, its revenue trifling ; the expence of ſubjectin 


then remains but the gratificatians of an ill-judged pride, or 1 


che hope of rendering us ſubſervient to deſigns on your li- 


berty. 5 : 0 | i Ii» 
Soldiers who have ſheathed their ſwords in the bowels f 

their American brethren, will not draw them with more re- 

luctance againſt you, when too late you may lament the 

loſs of that freedom, which we exhort you, while ſtill in 

On the other hand ſhould you prove unſucceſsful ; ſhould ' 3 

that connection which we moſt ardently wiſh to maintain be 

diſſolved; ſhould your miniſters exhauſt your treaſures; 


liberty; do they not deliver you, weak and defenceleſs, to 

your natural enemies ff Ee ooh 5 
Since then your liberty muſt be the price of your victories, 

your ruin of your defeat, What blind fatality can urge youto +. 

a purſuit deſtructive of c ng 
| "io rl . 


al that Britons hold dear? - | 


* 


—_— 


bf fill motives are not wanting to excite your indignation at the 
1 C meaſures now 3 3. your wealth, your hayaur, your H- 
Þ DEITY Se at BAKE oi i ono a hoon Hes 
me Notwithſtanding.the. diſtreſs. to which we are reduced, we 
„ + Tometimes forget gut own afflictians to anticipate and fſympa- 
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1 from ruin. 5 | FTC 
—X,„ A cloud hangs over your heads and ours; e'er this reaches 
you, it may probably have burſt upon us; let us then (before 
theremembrance of former kindneſs is obliterated) once mote 
| repeat thoſe appellations which are ever grateful in our ears. 
Let us entreat heaven to avert our ruin, and the deſtruction 
1 that threatens our friends, brethren, and countrymen, on the 
1 other fee of the Atlantic. e. TO 
15 „by Order of the CONGRESS, : . * 
HWP "JOHN HANCOCK, Preſident. 
5 „ eatewthby: - 5 F 
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Ik you have no regard 10 the copnecdion that bas for ages 
ſubſiſted between us; if you have forgot the wounds we re - 


|. . ceived fighting by your fide, for the extenſion of the empire: 
i our commerce is an object below your conſideration; it © 8 


juſtice and humanity have lolt their influence on you hearts, 


thize in yours. We grieve that raſh and inconſiderate coun- 
cils ſhould precipate the deſtruction of an empire, which has 
been the envy and admiration of ages; and call God to wit- 
>. neſs, that we would part with our property, eudanger our 
lives, and facrifice every thing but liberty to redeem. you 


